SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 3 APRIL 2022 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............455 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bul- 
letin is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at http://www.sarl.org.za while the text 
bulletin can be downloaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin-wordpress.com. To 
join the MailChimp bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


While the problems experienced by some members accessing the SARL web 
pages are being attended to, an additional channel is now available from this 


Sunday. To download the weekly SARL News audio recordings and to listen to, 
or download Amateur Radio Today, log on to www.amateurradio.org.za. 


In the news today: 


THE SARL TAKING AMATEUR RADIO IN THE DIGITAL AGE SYMPO- 
SIUM THIS SATURDAY 


THE FIRST FT4 CONTEST ON 9 APRIL 

and 

GET ON THE AIR FOR WORLD AMATEUR RADIO DAY 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We begin our bulletin with the news of five silent keys. 


It is with regret that we must announce that the keys of the following radio 
amateurs have gone silent. Roy Newman, ZS2RN on 22 August 2021; Louis 
Spadavecchia, ZS6CEV during 2021; Stef Terblanche, ZS4AX/6 on 14 March 
2022; Herman Rothenberg, ZS6JH on 29 March 2022 and Johan van Tonder, 
ZS6TY on 30 March 2022 


Johan, ZS6TY lost the battle against cancer. He grew up in the East Rand Radio 
Club alongside his brother Andre, ZS6HE, his father being Van van Tonder (SK). 
Having moved to Klerksdorp Johan was fond of on the air activities such as 
contests, HABEX and BACAR. He was an Honorary Member of the Mooirivier 
ARC. We extend our sincere condolences to his daughter Anine, son Cobus and 
his brother Andre, ZS6HE. 


We also extend our sincere condolences to Colin Rothenberg and to the families 
and friends of the other radio amateurs. 


PAUSE 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


THE SARL TAKING AMATEUR RADIO IN THE DIGITAL AGE SYMPO- 
SIUM THIS SATURDAY 


The Taking Amateur Radio in to the Digital Era Symposium will take place at 
09:00 on Saturday 9 April 2022 on the BlueJeans platform. Following the open- 
ing address by the SARL President, Nico van Rensburg, ZS6QL, Dominic White 
of Orange Cyberdefense will deliver the keynote address entitled “Why Radio 
Amateurs should avoid encryption.” Then Sylvain Azarian, F4GKR, President 
IARU Region 1 will present "SDR Applications for Amateur Radio: How do 
they work?” followed by Cor Rademeyer, ZS6CR, with detecting RF propaga- 
tion disturbances by analysing GPS position data. 


After a virtual coffee break, Brian Jacobs, ZS6YZ, will discuss the SARL second 
generation beacon programme and Hans van de Groenendaal, ZS6AKV, poses 
the question, So you have copied a distant two metre beacon. What now? After 
another virtual coffee break, Anton Janovsky, ZR6AIC, discusses building a 
SDR driven satellite and we have a look at the NCDXF International Beacon 
Project. At the end of the Symposium a lucky draw will be held — you have to 
be connected to stand a chance of winning a prize! 


The full programme can be found on page 9 of the April 2022 Radio ZS. 
Participation is free for members of the SARL, AMSAT SA and IARU 
Member Societies. To register and for more details visit www.sarl.org.za or 
www.amsatsa.org.za. Register today. 


THE SAMOC APRIL WORD SEARCH STARTED ON FRIDAY 1 APRIL 


The South African Morse Operators Club April Word Search runs from 1 to 30 
April in memory of Samuel Finley Breese Morse 27 April 1791 - 2 April 1872. 
The idea is for operators to work sufficient stations to be able to use one letter 
of each call sign to spell - "I wandered lonely as a cloud; That floats on high 
o’er vales and hills; When all at once I saw a crowd; A host, of golden daffodils.” 
You can use any amateur band except for 12, 17, 30, 60, 630 and 2 200 m. The 
SAMOC will also activate the club call sign, ZR6CW, for the month of April. 
Get all the information on pages 52 to 54 in the Blue Book. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
THE AUTUMN QRP CONTEST AND THE FT4 CONTEST ON 9 APRIL 


The SARL Autumn QRP Contest runs from 12:00 to 13:30 UTC on Saturday 9 
April 2022 with CW and SSB activity using 5 watts or less. The first 45 minutes 
are restricted to the 40 metre band and the last 45 minutes on all contest bands. 
The exchange is a realistic RS or RST report and your 6-character grid locator. 
This is the ideal contest to set up a field station and have a picnic or go fishing. 
Get the rules on page 70 of the Blue Book and do not forget that photograph 
of your station in action. Check the General Rules for the definition of a single 
operator and a multi-operator. 


If you operate FT8, you are ready for this exciting regional contest. All you 
need to do is select FT4 mode in your WSJT-X software and then shake hands 
with our neighbours in Sub-Saharan Africa. The Regional FT4 contest runs 
from 15:30 to 17:30 UTC on Saturday 9 April. The QSOs you make during the 
contest can be used for your All Africa Award. The Excel log sheet is available 
on the Contest page on the SARL website. The rules are on page 73 of the Blue 
Book. Good luck looking forward to seeing you in the waterfall. 


GET ON THE AIR FOR WORLD AMATEUR RADIO DAY 


Monday 18 April is Word Amateur Radio Day. It is also a public holiday ending 
the Easter Weekend. It was on 18 April 1925 that the International Amateur 
Radio Union (IARU) was founded, during the International Radiotelegraph Con- 
ference in Paris. That is why radio amateurs worldwide celebrate this day with 
special activities every year. 


The SARL will be issuing a WARD Certificate to radio amateurs who make 
QSOs on 18 April 2022 and submit a log sheet to secretary@sarl.org.za. To 
qualify for the 2022 Certificate, there must be at least a QSO with two SARL 
Councillors and a QSO with three Radio Club stations — not your own Radio 
Club! Get all the information on page 7 and 8 of the April 2022 Radio ZS. Jan, 
ZTAT will also be active on 18 April on 7,100 and 3,700 MHz. 


CLUB NEWS 


The Magalies Amateur Radio Club will be building antennas on Saturday 23 
April 2022. The event will take place at the Club house. If you are interested, 
please visit the MRK website at www.zs6mrk.org and download the form, make 
the payment and your parts will be ordered. 


At the Hibiscus Coast ARC AGM held on 27 March 2022, the following members 
were selected to serve on the committee for the ensuing year. All expressed their 
appreciation for the outgoing Committee and wish the incoming one the best 
for the year. 


Chairman: Louis Koen, ZS5LS 

Vice Chairman and Secretary: Gawie Hoon, ZS5R 
Assistant Secretary: Brian Best, ZS5SB 
Treasurer: Tim Larsen, ZS5TIM 

Competition Coordinator: Jess Hawes, ZS5YAT 
Field Day Coordinator: Sid Tyler, ZS5AYC 
CONTEST RESULTS 


Fourteen logs were received for the first leg of the SARL VHF/UHF SSB Contest 
held on 19 and 20 March 2022. 


1st Carl Minne, ZS6CBQ — 8 205 points 


24 Nico Oelofse, ZS4N — 5 223 points 

3™¢ Koos Greyvenstein, ZS6KSG — 5 058 points 

Thirty-two logs were received for the second leg of the SARL 80 m Club Contest. 
18* the West Rand ARC — 606 points 

24 the Northern Cape ARC — 393 points 

3™¢ the Sandton ARC — 139 points 

PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
moderate levels. There are currently six sunspots with simple to complex mag- 
netic configurations visible. There is a moderate chance of M-class and a slight 
chance of X-class flaring. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, 
the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 75. The 
10 to 30 m bands may provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website 
spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 
1 to 30 April — the SAMOC Word Search 
5 April — all schools open 

7 April — the SARL 80 m QSO Party 


9 April — the SARL Taking Amateur Radio into the Digital Era Symposium, 
the Autumn QRP contest and the regional FT4 DX contest 


12 April — the closing date for 80 m QSO Party logs 

14 April — the closing date for Autumn QRP and FT4 logs 

15 April — Good Friday 

17 April — Easter Sunday and the ZS4 QSO Party 

18 April - Family Day and Get on the Air for World Amateur Radio Day 


22 April — Registration for the May RAE closes and the closing date for ZS4 
logs 


22 and 23 April — the Lyrids Meteor Shower 
23 April — the SARL Annual General Meeting 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The Taking Amateur Radio in to the Digital Era Symposium will take place at 
09:00 on Saturday 9 April 2022 on the BlueJeans platform. The full programme 
can be found on page 9 of the April 2022 Radio ZS. Participation is free for 
members of the SARL, AMSAT SA and IARU Member Societies. To register 


and for more details visit www.sarl.org.za or www.amsatsa.org.za. Register 
today. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Friday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin written by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, proof 
read by Dave Reece, ZSIDFR and read by .............. 


From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


